[Effects of exhaust gas on adrenal cortex activity, general growth and variation of intermediate metabolism in the male rate during a period of growth].
The exhaust gas induces a stressing action, similar to classical type agression: activation of the pituitary adrenal-axis, with increase of relative adrenal weight, and of the rate of corticosterone production. After chronic exposure, deep metabolic changes appear, which reflect an accentuated state of exhaustion of the organism. Moreover perturbation of spermatogenesis with azoospermia is noted. Thus exhaust gas is to be considered as a very potent toxic agent.